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By SARAH LINN
BAROMETER DIVERsIONS EDITOR )
“Teachers of the World, Unite!,” by OSU
mstructor Sebastian de Assis, is a call to arms in -

Manifesto” or Martin Luther’s “95 Theses.”

#. Tackling the problems that plague modemn
educauon from a teacher’s perspective, de Assis
fargu&s that students today need to be treated as

. “Hnans, not economic units. :

%He goes on to discuss the roles spmtuahty

~and technology play in education (among other

jects), calling on sources as diverse as the
yUnited. Nations’ Universal Declaration of

-Iuman Rights (1959), Brazilian educator Paulo

and French philosopher Rousseau.

other section questions the connection

between the war on drugs and educational

eachers of the World, Unite!” proposes
lishing a new educational system based on’

“what de Assis calls the “trinity of knowledge™

“the development of Mind (intellect), Heart

" {(emotions) and Spirit (the evolving human as a

species). This, de Assis writes, will promote self-

knowledge, social knowledge and wisdom.
Formatted like a Socratic dialogue, the book

are the reactionary forces against the reform of
. education), then detailed answers.
" - Weighing in at a slim 83 pages (not counting
the 14-item resources section), “Teachers of the
World, Unite!” is a quick, pleasant and informa-
. tive read.

Partially due to its length, the book fails to
address the real-world applications of its sug-
gestions in great detail. However, the ideas and
theories offered are basically sound. :
“+.The issues discussed in “Teachers of the

~.. World, Unite!” are especially pertinent now, as

. the November election approaches. Ballot Mea-

" sure 95, for instance, denotes that studentlearn-

E iilg and qualifications — not seniority — deter-
mines teacher pay and retention.

¢ With measures such as these on the ballot,

the educational system will soon be under even

- the manner of Karl Marx’s “The Communist _

first offers questions (example: who and where -

S—

“sharper public scrutiny.

“Teachers of the World, Umte"’ is recom-
mended reading for both aspiring and estab-
lished teachers. While offering more ideas than
factual solutions, the book capably inspires and
instructs.

Sarah Linn is the diversions editor for The Daily
Barometer. She can be reached at 737-6377 or at
baro.diversions@studentmedia.orst.edu.
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